AN  OLD  HAG

PHANTOM  RELATIONS

A man was visited by a stranger who began.
complaining, and said : " Is it possible that'
thou knowest me not, and dost not consider my
claims upon thee ? " The man was< amazed, and
replied : " I know nothing of what thou sayest.5*'
He continued : " My father desired to wed thy
mother, and iff he had married her we would be
brothers." The man rejoined : " By Allah !
This ^relationship will be the occasion for my
becoming thy heir, and thou mine ! '*

AN  OLD  HAG  WHO  DESIRED   ONLY PLEASURE

A man said his prayers and then' began his
supplications, desiring to enter Paradise and to
be delivered from the fire of Hell. An old woman,
who happened to be in his rear, and heard him,
said : " 0 Lord, cause me to share in whatever
he supplicates for." The man, who had listened,.
then-said : " 0 Lord, hang me on a gibbet, and
cause me to die of scourging." The hag con*
tinued: "0 Lord, pardon me and preserve'
"me from what he asked for/3 The man then.